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� The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has been updating
and modernizing the Nation’s flood maps including those forthe City of
Suffolk. The new maps will reflect recent changes to floodplains and flood
risks, and will drive changes in flood insurance requirements for some
property owners.

•Floodriskscanchangeovertime,alteringfloodplainboundaries. Changesin•Floodriskscanchangeovertime,alteringfloodplainboundaries. Changesin
the status of dams or levees, surface erosion, land use, and development can
all change the size and shape of a floodplain.

•Flood maps, also known as Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs), show the
high-risk areas where there is at least a 1-percent-annual chance of flooding.
In these areas, also known as Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs) or 100
year floodplain, flood insurance is required for mortgagesfrom a Federally
regulated lender. The maps also show the low-or-moderate-risk areas where
flood insurance is optional, but recommended.



•The Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) are a component of the City’s
Floodplain Overlay District Ordinance contained within the City’s Unified
Development Ordinance, and as such will require these maps and accompanying
text to be re-adopted by City Council.

•In correspondence dated May 16, 2011, FEMA advised the Citythat the revised
FIRM maps are final, and as such the City has until November 16, 2011 to revise
ourFloodplainOverlayDistrict OrdinanceandadopttherevisedFIRM.ourFloodplainOverlayDistrict OrdinanceandadopttherevisedFIRM.

•In that regard, the City has worked with FEMA’s regional representatives, the
Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) on the development
of our revised ordinance. The draft revised ordinance has been reviewed and
approved by the City Attorney’s Office.

•As part of this ongoing process, DCR requires that the City provide community
outreach to those property owners who will be affected by therevised Flood
Insurance Rate Map.



•Based on our analysis of the new revised maps versus the old maps there are
approximately 1270 parcels affected.

•Approximately 554 parcels will be newly designated as being within a flood
zone while approximately 716 parcels will have their current flood zone
designation removed.

•The proposed ordinance amendments will be forwarded to thePlanning
Commission for consideration in August and to City Council for consideration
in September.



Please note that the proposed regulations and amendments are the minimum
necessary to permit the City continued participation in the NFIP.

Section 31-416 of the Unified Development Ordinance discusses the Floodplain
Overlay District and all applicable regulations and enforcement measures
required to prevent the loss of life and property and to create health and safety
standards for flood protection and relief. The City of Suffolk is currently in the
process of revising the existing Floodplain Ordinance in order to ensure that it
meets the minimum requirements of the National Flood Insurance Programmeets the minimum requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP). FEMA provided an ordinance review checklist which was used during the
restructuring process. Proposed changes to the existing ordinance include the
following:

•Definitions pertinent to the floodplain district have been added to the ordinance

•Elimination of the Flood-Fringe District

•Zone VE used on new and revised maps in place of Zones V1-V30

•Zone AE used on new and revised maps in place of Zones A1-A30
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WHAT’S NEXT?
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